
Dilated  
Cardiomyopathy 
(DCM)
What are the nutritional  
concerns and are Rayne 
diets safe to feed?

Rayne is committed to developing 
innovative diets that are formulated in 
conjunction with experts in medicine, 
nutrition, formulation, and manufacturing. 
We are also committed to being 
transparent and want to provide an update 
on the information we have so far about 
the association of DCM and ‘grain free’ and 
exotic ingredient diets. 

WHAT DO WE KNOW?

• Rayne diets have NOT been implicated  
 in any DCM cases (confirmed by direct  
 discussions with veterinary cardiologists).

• There is no AAFCO minimum of taurine for dogs. 
 As long as there is adequate supply of sulfur amino  
 acids (Methionine and Cystine) in the diet, taurine  
 can be synthesized.

• The incidence of DCM seems to be increasing in  
 Golden Retrievers and some ‘atypical’ breeds.1

• DCM in both typical and atypical breeds  
 appears to be more likely when consuming  
 boutique, grain free, and /or diets with exotic  
 ingredients although it has been reported with  
 vegan, raw, or home prepared diets as well.1

• Some dogs with DCM have low serum taurine  
 levels and improved with taurine supplementation.  
 Other dogs are not taurine deficient on initial  
 testing but still improve with taurine  
 supplementation and diet change.1

WHAT IS NOT KNOWN?

• It is unclear what exact role diet is playing and  
 what nutritional factors could be contributing  
 to DCM in dogs that are taurine deficient and also  
 those dogs that are not taurine deficient. This is  
 currently under investigation by veterinary  
 cardiologists, nutritionists and the FDA. Not all  
 grain free diets are created equally.

• It is uncertain why taurine deficiency is occurring  
 in some dogs. It could be one of several factors  
 related to taurine metabolism such as1:

 1. Reduced production of taurine due to lack of  
  availability. This may be where processing,  
  legumes, and fibre levels might be impacting  
  the diets.

 2. Deficiency of taurine building blocks –  
  for example, some diets may have minimal 
  sulfur-amino acids levels.

 3. Altered metabolism of taurine

 4. Increased loss of taurine in the feces - this could  
  tip the balance between taurine made in the 
  body and taurine excretion.



WHAT IS RAYNE DOING?

• The use of exotic ingredients is necessary in some  
 Rayne diets to help manage very sensitive food  
 allergic patients. Rayne uses nutrition experts
 with extensive experience in formulating top   
 quality dog and cat food. Our nutrition experts  
 also demand consistency of product and  
 pre-production specifications from suppliers. 
 Every Rayne product goes through extensive  
 in house and external testing (at an independent  
 laboratory) to ensure nutritional precision  
 and diets of the highest quality and safety.  
 In addition, all of our formulations are regularly   
 reviewed by boarded veterinary nutritionists.

• All Rayne diets meet methionine + cystine  
 AAFCO requirements for growth. Taurine is  
 added to all our exotic meat grain free dry diets
 (Low Fat Kangaroo-MAINT, Rabbit-MAINT and   
 Crocodilia-MAINT) and also the Low Fat  
 Kangaroo-MAINT wet diet. Many of the exotic  
 meat boutique diets do not contain additional  
 taurine supplementation.

• Digestibility studies for Canine Low Fat  
 Kangaroo-MAINT and Growth/Sensitive GI diet  
 are currently being conducted.

• The medical team at Rayne has been in  
 communication with veterinary cardiologists  
 and boarded nutritionists to get a better  
 understanding of the potential nutritional  
 concerns.

• The entire Rayne Sales and Customer Support  
 team is available to help address any concerns  
 or questions. In addition, the medical team is
 available to discuss individual cases and offer
 assistance/recommendations. It is important 
 to us that you ask questions and bring forward  
 any concerns.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP
For additional information on this topic:

1. http://vetnutrition.tufts.edu/2018/06/a-broken-heart-risk-
of-heart-disease-in-boutique-or-grain-free-diets-and-exotic-
ingredients/
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